ATTENTION: Below you will find the instructions for the Evidence Leveling Navigation Tool and links to the Navigation Tool and Strength of Evidence Table. The Navigation Tool is designed to assist with identifying the level and the hierarchy of your evidence. This is an alternative to the Recorded Cohort on Evidence Leveling and you should feel welcome to use either or both!!
D031 Evidence Leveling Navigation Tool:
A Guide for Leveling Your Evidence 
Directions for Use:
· Just like a GPS, the tool linked at the bottom, will help you locate your article on the evidence hierarchy and determine its appropriate level of evidence.
· Take advantage of each hyperlink provided.  These links provide you with key information to help you decide whether to keep going or to take that exit!
· Keep this navigation tool open on your computer as you will need to access the live informational hyperlinks along the way. DO NOT PRINT THIS TOOL OUT!

Tips for Success:
1.  Print out all five of your articles—don’t try to read and analyze your articles by reading them online!
2.  Do a first reading of the entire article for information and interest only-don’t try to identify the research -- just read it.
3.  Next, carefully underline points that you think may be key pieces of information; research/project aim, sample, IRB approval, how they collected their data (or studies) and how it was analyzed, limitations, and conclusions.
4.   Finally, using the navigation tool as a guide, make your decision about the level of evidence.
Use both the Navigation Tool and the Strength of Evidence Table together to rank your articles.
Click here for the D031 Evidence Leveling Navigation Tool 
D031 Evidence Leveling Navigation Tool
Click here for the D031 Strength of Evidence Table
Evidence Strength Table
You can access the Schmidt & Brown (2019) text within the WGU library. 
Schmidt, N. A & Brown, J. A. (2019). Evidence based practice for nurses: Appraisal and application of 
research (4th ed.). Jones & Bartlett Learning.
*The text pages may be different from the 2015 version mentioned in the tool. 

